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This paper presents a review of. the curpent Engli shy ‘
language teachlng situation in Egypt.. The role of Engligh -in schools, . '
in universities,. as -a medium of communlcaildn among theageneral >
publlc, and as a language of internationa communicatiof Ls«rev1ew¢d.
English w1th1n the educational system is spec1f1ca11y cpnsidered, -in
't§;2§7of when 1t is introduced, the exposure in terms of hours, the
m rials used, the curriculum followed, the dlplomas oy certificates
oftered, and the evaluatlon methods. The administration{of English.
programs, and special®courses in English for special purposes and
commercial English are discussed, as well as .the teachlng cadre and
the-instructicnal materials. The .teaching stdff is dlsqussed in terms
of qualifications, tra1n1ng, and evalpation. English outside the
educational system is discussed in terms of the ava11ab111ty of -
classes and the demand for them, and in terms of the Eritish and
‘American support for teach1ng Engllsh A list of) the British Council
staff and of British teachers is provided, and British activities
such as exhibitions,“EBC broadcasts, and“publications ar€ mentionea;
Weaknesses in*English’instruction in the areas of teachers,
curricula, textbooks and exams are dealt with, and a hlbllography ‘of
relevant studies concludes the paper. (CLK)
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1. Role of English\ N )

English is the main fgreignh language taught and used in Egypt and Ats usé’ulness
int rnationally ?h\QpZitics,\edugatio - and commerce is fully recofgnised. The
authorities have become aware that ﬁg%%atisfy thbse needs adequately school .and -
’univcr51ty «syllabuses need revision etter tcxtbooks are reqaired the quality
- of teachers and tagching must be improved and p°rt1cu1ar attentlon must be '
‘ paid to the teaching of English for spec1a1 purposes.

o
7

1.1 English is the médium of instruction in only a small humber of .
fee-paying sohools, 8.1in'Cdiro and 5 in Alexandria, formerly run’ on
" British lines with British staff and still supported to some ‘extent
by varjous Trusts. These schools are influential because their pupils
include the children of persons prominent in the Government, bu51ness
and the professions. The largest numbers are feound in the.primary
departﬁents English is normally the medium pf instruction in some
areas of higher education notably at the unlver51ty stage in medicine, A
. . pharmacy, dentlstry, scr;nce veterinary stience, cnglneerlug and
. ) . architecture. Nursc; are.also taught in English at the Higher. ursing
Instltutes The qddléb] of this teach{ng is declining, howpver, and
lecturers resort to an increa51ng amount of explanation in Arabic.
N Lo 1.2 Inm unlveggltv departmentg where Engllsh is not the medium of
‘ instruction, eg hlstory, archaeology, gcography and commerce, it 1s_
- s often {dsed as a study language Engllsh references are consulted and
NS} : ,  postgr te theses will 1nc1ude‘at least an outline written in '
EnglisH.
[ . B . - . ‘ ~
P - : 1.3 English is not widely'JEed as a medidm of communication among
- - C “the general public. Most Egwyptiang who have Teceived a secondary
—~ A . -.schiool education can ‘say a few words in English, but the English of
o thos ecently graduated tends to be of a lower standard than that
-4 ; of r11er gencratlons of school leavers. .

.

1.4 English is , however, an impqgtant language of international .
communication. Where tourists amd foreign experts are¢ to be found,
* i "~ it is commonly emggoyed. I't is widely used in trade. Cairo radio
. ' has news bulletins and commentaries in English, English language, .
films\are popular, and there is an English language newspaper. '

2. English within the Educational System
- “ .
State .education is free at afl stages ahﬁ compulsory at the primary stagqf
English is not taught at the primary stage. It is introduced as a first
" or second foreign language at the preparatory stage when pupils are
approximatvely 12 years old. The preparatory, course runs for three years
}followeq by a further three years of secbndary §chool for those who .
‘qualify. Pupils who fail to qualify for the academic general secondary ‘
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.school~can~go'to a technical secondary school where English is also taught.
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2.1 There are flve perlods of English a week at the preparatorx stage
which amounts to aboQit three hours of effective teaching © At the

secondary stage there are six perlods a week in the first year.  In the
sécond year (fifth year of English) tlasses divide into lltcrary and
scientific scctlons Jw1th scvcn and slx periods a week respectively In

five periods of Engllsh a week.

hours a week 1scg1ven to first year

the third year the literary section has seven and the scient1f1c section
Pupils‘who take English as a second '

university.students in some facnlties.

foreign language have fewer pcrlods\ Engllsh instruction.- of one or two

2.2 In the past Egyptlan schools were influenced by the Britlsh llterary

tradition.

During the 1950's and 1960's the prescribed reader - generally

a 41mp11f10d text of a 'great work' was the central poindt of Ythe teaching
programme. . Detailed questions were set and the ‘book had to b€ fully
covered both in llngu1st1c and literary senses. In 1970/lg11 shift

of emphasis wad made towards reading the prescribed book extensively

for the anoymﬁnt of the story.

Th% examination no longer poses quest16ns

-on minor details of plot or character and language matters to such an

extent as former Y.

The specially written textbook, 'Living English'
books I to IV présents dialogues or passages for readlng and study followed

by languaPe wo kK. Thus there is less need to use the prescribed readers
as the main source of lpnguage teaching rmaterial in the classroom. The
position is. st&ll far from satisfactory, howcver In English Departments,

at the un/yer51ty stage the tradltgon is still heavily-literary " Though

courses called 'Ling
in the first d% se

superficial.

the language ¢?d engaging in normal tutorial .interchange in Efiglish.
change of cmpn

uistics' and 'Phonetics’ are undcrtaken generally

d years of a four-

-year degree course, they are very -

Thb continuing literary tradition 1s part1cularly damaging
im the Faculties' of Education where the teachers-in- training ‘have

igsufficient Hnnguage competence to deal with the novels and plays pres
ribed. JInvariably sty@ents have insufficient practice in speaking the

~on English language teaching.

in Applied Llngu1st1cs and Ain Shanﬂ/Unlver51ty and Alexandria University

are examinxng proposals for an MA i

Applied L1ngu1st1cs

l

2.3 English is an exaﬂlnatlon subject (either as a firét or second o
foreign language) for the Preparatory School Leaving Certificate at

the age of fifteen anq“;or the Secondary School Lcav1ng Certificate .

.

which governs entrance to the uriiversity. In the English-medium schools
an advanced Engllsh pdper may be taken which may add a small number of
to the aggregate rcqu1red for university chtrance

bonus marks

|

2.4 A pass

requirement

2.5 At the

o

in English in the Secondary Leaving Certificate is a
for - university entrance

.

] @

preparatory and secondary stages the choice of syllabuses
and textbooks is centrally controlled by the Ministry of Education.
In the English-medium schools a wider frecedom of choice is possible, but

" this is frustrated to some cxtent by state examination reqnirements.

University departments of English prescribe texts for themselves (in C
the first year often ill-compiled anthologies by depaxtmental staff) j7
and gcner<lly supervise the teaching of English in other departments.
English 1%r thcso special purposes suffers: badlyvggpm lack .of interest
on the parft of tcachox who have had no

coursc books.

©

E I

‘aining and from inappropriate

Sone
asis is gradually emergingyas a result ‘of the British Counc1l”
policy of- maklng app01ntmcnts under the various aid schemes to concentrate
Cairo Unjversity has instituted a Diploma

1
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2.6- The Inspectorate is stron%ﬁy hierarchical. There is a Deaf and .
six {nspectors—Gene;al who hay e considered roughly ‘the equivalent of
- HMI's. Each of the zones. into which the country is divided has a -
senior Inspector of English and-supporting.secondary and preparatory
school Inspectors;’ The zonal Inspectors implement the policy of the -
Ministry of Education with regard to teéxtbooks, radio and television
programmes preparatioh of syllabdsesietc. The Dean of the English
Inspectorate -and his advisory committee of Inspectors-General ]
R * depermine the general shape-of ‘the teaching of English although they
- rely on the cooperation of the Under- Socretarles of State in achieving
o - ‘action and the approwal to. spend money ‘In .general it may be said
- that the Inspectorate_does not Have sufficient statis to te fully
' cffcctlve as an educational supervisory boedy.
2.7 Therc~is an emphasis on the teaching of English fof\special
purposes ih the “second and third years of the secondary:coursa where
_materials are used to assist the scientific section in employihg
English for science. An attcﬁ%t is mdde to cyélostylo suitable
material for use by unlvcrslty students who are using English for
studying cnglnccrlng q§d1c1ne etc. Most of this work tends to
be gramatically urisystematic and generally pays too much attention
to lists of technf{cal voc¢abulary. Thcre are plans to incréase the
number pf eocondalz schools’ for commercc, meéchanical trades,
industrial skills and agrlcultu%e A;secondary technical school has
‘been cstabllshed, with,considerable British help, at Moharrem Bey, °
Alexandria. o '] . ’
¢ \ ] ST t . : 4
2.8 ‘There are a small numbcr of commercial schools of anlish in
Cairo and Alcxandria awd.cvcnlng classes .arc “rov’dcd in some of the
Engilqh medium schools. The Division of Public Service of the .y
- Amcrlcdh University in Cairo i€ the largest agency provldjng courses
at various levels for adults who wish to learn English. Simllar
tra-mural york is carried oyt in ‘Ain Shams University and Cairo
- : ) ‘Uliversity. There is an urgent need for more and better facilities
- apd it is to hg/hopod that reputable private schools$ of English will |
e able to start operatlons(in the near future, following the legd of
Internaticonal House which now has. an associated”school operating.

.

- Lo 3. Teaching Calre
The supply of teachers is very much under stfengthﬁpprticularly_in some
... of the rural zones. It is very difficult -to maké réliable estimates.because
AR of the seconding of largé numbers of Egyptian teachefs to other Arab states. .
oo et . - o) B . * . ‘
' B , 3.1 Ncar]y the wholc of thanglish toachlng ‘staffs in Govcrnmont schools
\j : is Egyptian. A handful of VSO's taught for a few years in ¥nglish-
: medium schools 'in Cairo and Aléxandria; it.is now the policy to send
.. ) ' VSO's to Government schools in smaller towns, partlcularly in the areas
. ‘of reconstluction along the Canal; a very few teacnﬁleaculLJes of
+Education. “In thé English-medium schools a small proportlon of the S
, tcachers are forecign some of them being the British wivesiof Egyptians.
- - t
3.2 The staffs of Governmcnt secondary $chools are-qualified either
by’ having taken a university dcgrec followed by a one-year postgraduate
‘course for a Diploma in Education, orxr by possessing a degree in an
acaglemic, subject plus educational subjeots from a Faculty of Education.

/
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any of the teachers of English at the preparatory stage are nof qualified
to teach the subject because they have graduated in such.subjects as
history, :philosophy, geography or librarianship. 'Most of the teachers = e \
required to teach English to the scientific sections in the seécondary -
*schools are unfamiliar with scientjfic or technical Ehglish. ‘ _1
3 3 Most teachers for the preparatory and secondary stages ‘are traincd
{n what .werec formerly called Higher Teachers’ Colleges These have now:
been absorbed into the Universities of Alcxandr1a Ain Shams Ass1ut
Mansoura and Tanta as Faculties of Education. Because of the large numbcrs
involved, courses tend to be taught in isolated cowlponents: language
Jiferafurc, methodology, psychology, phllosophy ¥§§ching practice takes
place in the third and fourth yéﬁr, but this.is not supcrv1sed by the '
lecturers ‘who ‘gave the methodology courses,. Many graduales in Englash
from Faculties of Arts become tedchiers in $ecendary schools. They are.
£y able to obtain = tcachinp qualification by part time, attendancc at a -
' Faculty of Education’ The American Univwersity in Cairo offcrs a D1ploma
and an. MA in the teaching of,English as a f@reign language but these .
qual1£1cat1ons still await official recoLn1t1on A team from UCLA is at
present investigating the poss1b1l1ty of scttlng up posggraduate courses
at the Faculty of Education of Ain Shams University., An inteirsive ip-
service training programme is required at' all levels. Courses run'by'phe
In—Scrvac Trainiﬁg Centre; in Cairo and Atexandria at present reach only —~
a}minority of tecachers. : ' ‘ .
3.4 A conference of senior inspectors and inspectors of English is held
annually. Theréaare "technical boards" i some zenes to prepare material
and discuss problems but thcy meet infrequently.. An Association for the *
T&ching of English in the Middle East and North Africa, (ATEMNA) was. A 1
established in Beirut in 1971 but its influence in Egypt so far is minimal.”

g . . | e -
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4. Teaching Materials

T v

At the preparatory -and %econdary stages thé Ministhy.of-ﬁducation Prescribes a
coursc-book, "Living English'", specially written by Egyptian linguis{s trained
ﬁgn structural linguistics in America some years ago. This is widely recognised
to be inadcquate and various proposals to dbplacc it are bc1ng considered »

to extend the scope of the cdurse. b

.

Other books, including supplemgntary rcadcrs are pijscr1bed from time to time

4.1 Since ”LiVing Engl4dsh" is :produced locally there are usually
adequate stocks available. There secems to be little difficulty, apart
from delays-in delivery, in obtaining the othcr books which are mostly

supplied by Longman. At the university level, thére is a scrious LA
shortage of .texts and critical works. Br1L1sh Council and ODM book
‘presentations have gone some way to improve the situation. It is -

hoped that the recent introduétion of the low-priced book scheme
will be of great benefit. Apart from TV sets and locally produced . ~
books there is a general shortage of ELT material in schools. .
4.2 The general pattern is towards uniformity in textbooks. - In view

of the inadequacy of the course book prescribed there are proposals to |,
try sut other books available on the market-which might be suitable for Q
the Egyptian situation. A%%a long-term solution there is the pOSalblllty
‘that the Ministry of lducatlon may support the preparation of a :
‘specially produced coursc Hook. Several publishing firms have expressed

an interest in helping such a scheme.
b
r
J y .
’ v
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4.3 The 10éall, broduced "“Living English" is prescribed for all
§chools. (y

4.4 T&pes and films are 11ttde us except in the In-Service
Training Centre. , . SN . ) .

4.5 . The Mihistry of Education 'has Centre for audio-visual

materials but it is seldom used.. Bryoadcasting studios are being
'(/ e added to this chtre o
. , . Cy L4 . .
i 5. English outsjgiec the Educational Sysftem Vo ~

-9

There is an enormoué dchand‘for'EngliSh'c asses for the general public and
large numbers of students attend classes pffered by the Public Service
Departments of universities. A few of t e English-medium schools offer
évenipg classes in English.’/ At present Yhere are but a handful of small
commercially run ‘'schools. “Tﬁtcresﬂ'has een shown by recognised language
sthools in Britain and a school associated’ with Internatlonaluuousc opened
in March 1975. It is hoped that the c rent 1ntercst in Engllsh for special
purposes*will U‘“Ecrlccted in the curridulum.

[

of English v

\\\' I 6. British Support for the Teachin

\ : : 6.1.1 .British Council stofff is as follows:

'\ N . English Langyage Officer, Cairo

\ N S Educationul,irondaasting Officer
N : ' ' (English nguage), Cairo.

\ The Assistant Representafive based in Alexandria has certain ELT
- . duties and reaches at Alexandria University. > .
4

6.1.2"°. Contract ELT staif rccruited by the British Council
arc as follows: . ‘ .

Cairo Unid‘rsity: 2 posts
. , Ain Shams {University: 2 posts
Alexandrig University: 3 posts

In-Servic TraiqinghCentfeﬁ Cairo:

n 3 posts| (one eventually to go td Assiut)
’ In-Servide Training Ccntre Alexahdria:
N " 1 post L
o T a Secondary Technical School, Moharrem Bey,
Alexanfiria: posts % ’ ’
English-medium Schools: 4‘posbs '
* - Four. additional posts (in Ain Shams Universlty and the (
' Ministry of Educatioh) are projected for 1976 5
o N . o
. : —_— 6.1.3 There~are 14 |VSOs tcaching hnglish in Government sSecondary
schools, and 4 in ujiversities. . . .\
. . 'ﬁ y
4 6.1.4 A number of PBritish women married to ‘Egyptians teach im
. T the Americén University and the English-medium Schools.
\4( 'ﬂ
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6.2 "The key posts are the Advisers to the two In-Service Training Centres,
the university lecturers concerned withAteaching‘E'glish to future *
teachers of-English (in the Fdculties of Education of Ain Shams and .
Alexandria Universities and in the English departments of Cairo University-
and the Women's College), and the'more recently appointed lecturers in

ESP at Alexandria University. . . \

6.3 The main ELT activities of British Qontract staff are in direct
tcachlng in Lcacher training institutions, ddvisory work, participation
in courses and materials production (especially “for radio and TV). -

6.4 Therc are fairly regular exhibitions of ELT books and suRplementarf

readers held at the British Council centre and circulated round Faculties: .

of Education. ELT courses for scconddry school teachers based on the

In-Servig®é Training Centres, for which the ‘British Council recruits . e

visi&iﬁgz;;cturefs, take place twice a year. Edugational seminars .

usually take place annually for the English-medium Schools. The .

Universities of Cairo and Alexandria have recently instituted in-service @

methodology Courses.  for university lecturers which includc an English —

Language component . .

6.5 Although the main course book prescribed for schools is a local, -»

production.most other books used at all levels are Britfsh. Supporting

taped material" is being incrcasingly used. BBC series are broadcast. ’

"The two "View and Teach'" series of films are available. ¢
6.6 The English Language Centre of the British Council i4 in its

7/ ~ seccond year of'operation. It caters particularly for candidates

) officially sponsorcd for TA awards whose English need's improving

before they go to Britajn Therc are also classes for offlc)als who
need English in theiy daily work. o~

“«r

7. American éupport for the Teaching of English , ) “
The pain American actlvity is centred in the American-University in Calro )
particularly in its Envllsh Language Teaching Institute. For three years the B
main point of Anglo-American co-operation has been in the Summer School of
Linguistics h¢ld at Cairo University for which the British Council recruits
" faculty members and provides a specialist library. Close links are p 2erved .
with the Ford Foundation whicH, hoquer, has tended to concgﬁi{ézg/féizntly on. .
sociolinguistic matters. oo ‘ EE
: i

8.  Generanl Statgment : - 'J . ‘ }

-t .-
The following are the main wcaknesses of the present situation:

8.1 Teachers. The number who were taught by\British teachers and
« retain a near mother-tongue fluency is dwindling. ‘Fhere is always
a large number of the better tea chers on lgan to other ‘Arab countries.
Training courses devote too little time to language learnlng and the . !
methqeology of language teaching. The supply of adequately trained "
teachers hag not kept pace with the expansion of the cducation,system.

8.2 Curricula. Cons 1dcrahle revision is required in schools and
unﬁvcuaitieg. Mueh morc ‘emphasis needs to be placed -on langquc and

on English for spccxal purposes. , *
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' 8.3 Textbooks. :Complete revisionx‘or replacement) is essential in
: schools; better selectliopn is necessdny in’ univcrsities

tional essay- typc questions inVolV&ng an ‘ f
in marking and” }p pre01se asSessments prevail
is long overdue. @, ' " ’

8.4 Examinations. Trad
enormous amount of labou
An overhaul of the sys F
ave been made. Advice on all.retevant matters ‘
ian author1tlcs (It should ‘be mentioned that
many Egyptian officials are well laware of what is wrong, in some cases the
remedies are known. Bit there are often formidable seational or bureaucratic

v " ‘obstacles). The British Council }n its own wWork and as the agent of ObM has
concentratod its offorts on pfc4 d in-service tralning of teachers and on ESP.

|
Efforts to remedy these defects
is readily available to the Egyp

. <7 courses. ‘Therc are signs that al rénewed American effort in certain areas may
. - be added to our own.. But there is\ino ‘easy solution and more monoy and, manpower
. aré nceded. The nced for continue and increased support is undenlable

~
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With the ostablishment of an ESP unit in Alexandria University a start has
been made on the investigation of the nceds of students in medicine. *A joint -
project of. the Americap University and Cﬁiro University has investigated the’
’ teaching situation in thc‘enginecring fadultles of both universities and
- producéd same sample material. \ -
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